Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
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Level II Formation Course for Catechists
A formation experience for catechists working with 6-9 year old children.

[bookmark: _8inkadktclwn]Dates 
November 13-15; December 4-6 2026; February 26-28; March 12-14, 2027

	Location
The Good Shepherd Catholic Montessori; 4460 Berwick St.;  Cincinnati, OH  45227

CGS OVERVIEW;  The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) is a Christian education process for children ages 3 through 12 in which they experience and form an authentic, faithful relationship with God. Inspired by Maria Montessori’s principles of education, the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd was created in 1954 in Rome by Dr. Sofia Cavalletti, a biblical scholar, and Professor Gianna Gobbi, a Montessori-trained educator of children and teachers.

YOUR INVITATION
The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd requires training for adults at each level or age group. Level I is for children ages 3-6, Level II is for children ages 6-9 and Level III is for children ages 6 to 9. Each level of training requires 90 hours of lectures, lesson presentations, material making, and atrium observations.  You are invited to participate in a Level II formation training for adults.

LEVEL II FORMATION COURSE OBJECTIVES
· To present the methodology and guiding principles of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd as it especially pertains to the 6-9 year old child.
· To explore the religious nature and the most vital needs of the 6-9  year old child.
· To meditate on the biblical and liturgical themes presented to the 6-9  year old child.
· To develop the catechist’s observation skills.
· To provide an environment of support and encouragement to deepen our own enjoyment of God.
· To offer guidelines and assistance in preparing the Level II atrium environment, and in making the catechist’s album and catechetical material.
[bookmark: _jln5heavg6gf]COURSE SCHEDULE
	Part I: 
· Friday, November 13th--1pm-7pm 
· Saturday, November 14th–8am to 5pm  
· Sunday, November 15th--8am to 5pm
· Friday, December 4th--1pm-7pm  
· Saturday, December 5th--8am to 5pm
· Sunday, December 6th--8am to 5pm   
	Part II:
· Friday, February 26th--1pm-7pm 
· Saturday, February 27th–8am to 5pm  
· Sunday, February 28th--8am to 5pm
· Friday, March 12th--1pm-7pm  
· Saturday, March 13th--8am to 5pm
· Sunday, March 14th--8am to 5pm   

TUITION/FEES
$50 Registration 
$550 Tuition (for members of CGSUSA)
$600 Tuition (for non-members of CGSUSA) 

CGSUSA annual membership is $50.  It is best to become a member and pay the lower rate for the course.  To join the National Association of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, go to www.cgsusa.org.  

REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT
To register for the Formation Course please fill out the Google Form attached here. 

Payments can be made by check (made out to JP2 Properties) and sent to: 
JP2 Properties ℅ Dan Teller
 642 Romohr Acres;  Cincinnati, OH  45244

Payment can also be made by Venmo or Zelle as follows:
Venmo to @Daniel-Teller-6
Zelle to jp2properties@gmail.com
PAYMENT SCHEDULE: 
A non-refundable registration fee of $50.00 is due by October 1, 2026 
Partial payment of $275 ($300 for non-CGS members) is due on November 13th, 2026
Tuition balance of $275 ($300 for non CGS members) is due on February 26th, 2027
Participants may also pay the entire course balance of $600 ($650 for non CGS members) 

Notes:
· A National Association of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Level II Certificate will be granted to all participants who complete the entire course requirements. 
· Each participant is responsible for purchasing the books needed; these will be listed in the welcome letter you will receive upon registration.
· Space is limited. Applications will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. 

CONTACT INFORMATION for Course Registration:
Dan Teller:  danteller99@gmail.com or 513.706.5790

REQUIRED TEXTS:  
Each participant is responsible for any books needed.  They are available for purchase at www.cgsusa.org.
· The Religious Potential of the Child 6-12 Years Old  by Sofia Cavalletti
· The History of the Kingdom of God, Part 1: From Creation to Parousia  by Sofia Cavalletti
· The History of the Kingdom of God, Part 2: Liturgy and the Building of the Kingdom by Sofia Cavalletti 
· Life in the Vine: The Joyful Journey Continues by Rebecca Rojcewicz
· Ways to Nurture the Relationship with God by Sofia Cavalletti et al

DAN TELLER:  FORMATION LEADER
· CGS Catechist:  currently active in Levels I, II, and III atria
· CGSUSA formation leader:  Levels I, II and III
· Founder, principal, former catechist:   The Good Shepherd Catholic Montessori (GSCM)
· Montessori primary guide:  Cincinnati Public Schools and GSCM
· Masters in Montessori Education (Xavier University, 1984); Montessori certification, American Montessori Society
· Former Board Member, National Association of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
· Former American Catholic representative to the International Consiglio of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
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