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The Code of Canon Law lists the qualifications of a “sponsor” (Can. 872-874, 892-893), but since this is a sponsor for Baptism and for Confirmation, what we actually have here are the qualifications for a godparent (see OCIA, “Christian Initiation: General Introduction,” no. 8-10 and OCIA 11, 404). Within the specific context of the Christian initiation process, the “sponsor” actually has different qualifications and responsibilities than that of a godparent because his or her role is different. 

For catechumens, the sponsor accompanies early in the process, whereas the godparent accompanies later in the process (see OCIA 10-11). The sponsor can become the godparent at the appropriate time, or someone else can assume the godparent role (OCIA 10).

For candidates, the sponsor is present, typically informally, at least up to the Rite of Welcoming, when the candidate is presented to the community (OCIA 404, 417). If the other optional rites are celebrated, the sponsor is present for these as well (see OCIA 439, 451, 461). In contrast, the godparent is present starting when formation occurs (OCIA 404), but is only present liturgically when the candidate is presented to the bishop (or his delegate) in the sacrament of Confirmation (see OCIA 494). Practically speaking, the candidate’s sponsor and godparent is almost always the same person.

The qualifications and responsibilities of sponsors, both sponsors for catechumens and sponsors for candidates, are interspersed throughout the OCIA text, in the various introductions to the periods and steps that pertain to them. What follows is a collection of these references, so that an overall picture of the qualifications and responsibilities of sponsors can emerge.


SPONSOR FOR AN INQUIRER OR CATECHUMEN

Qualifications:
· Is a man or woman (OCIA 10)
· Knows the inquirer/catechumen (OCIA 10)
· Has helped the inquirer/catechumen (OCIA 10)
· Is a witness to the individual’s character, faith, and intention (OCIA 10)

Responsibilities:
· Serve for the Precatechumenate Period, the Rite for Entrance, and the Catechumenate Period (OCIA 10)
· Can become the godparent who serves for the Rite of Sending, the Rite of Election, the Purification and Enlightenment Period, the Celebration of the Sacraments of Initiation, the Mystagogy Period, and the rest of the neophyte’s life (OCIA 10), but does not have to
· Help the pastor to:
· Investigate the inquirer’s motives for conversion (OCIA 43)
· If necessary, purify these motives (OCIA 43)
· Discern the outward signs of their spiritual dispositions (OCIA 43)
· Take care that anyone already validly baptized is not baptized again (OCIA 43)
· Bring forward those entering the catechumenate and present them to the Church (during the Rite for Entrance) (OCIA 45)
· Have his name recorded in the Register for Catechumens (OCIA 46, NS 14)
· Through his example and support, help the catechumen to:
· become familiar with the practice of Christian life, and
· grow accustomed to:
· praying more easily to God
· witnessing to the faith
· keeping an expectation of Christ in all things
· following inspiration from above in their works
· showing charity to their neighbor, even to renunciation of themselves (OCIA 75.2)
· Be present for celebrations and rites of passage of the Catechumenate period (OCIA 80)


SPONSOR FOR CANDIDATES

Qualifications:
· Is a man or a woman (OCIA 10 via OCIA 404; 483)
· Knows the candidate (OCIA 10 via OCIA 404)
· Has helped the candidate (OCIA 10 via OCIA 404)
· Is a witness to the candidate’s character, faith, and intention (OCIA 10 via OCIA 404)
· Has had a greater role than others in leading or preparing the candidate (OCIA 483)

Responsibilities:
· Present the candidate to the community (OCIA 404)
· Participate in the optional rites, if these are deemed appropriate for the Candidate. These are:
· Rite of Welcoming (OCIA 417)
· Rite of Sending the Candidates (OCIA 439)
· Rite of Calling to Continuing Conversion (OCIA 451)
· Penitential Rite (OCIA 461)
· Participate in the Order of Reception Into Full Communion (“if the situation warrants,” see OCIA 483, 490)
· Have his/her name recorded in the Register for Reception Into Full Communion (OCIA 486)
