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January  20,  2026 
Feast  of  St .  Sebast ian 
 

Dear  brothers  and s i s ter s  in  Chri s t , 

Cathol ic  spor ts  have  a  proud and s tor ied hi s tory  throughout  the  Archdiocese  of  Cincin-
nat i .  I  am pleased to  suppor t  that  legacy as  the  tenth Archbishop of  Cincinnat i .  

This  new Pol icy  on Cathol ic  Spor ts  se t s  a  s tandard expectat ion for  Cathol ic  Leagues , 
programs,  coaches ,  p layers ,  parents ,  and spectators  to  par t ic ipate  in  spor ts  in  a  way that 
upholds  the  digni ty  of  the  human person,  cul t ivates  a  hea l thy compet i t ive  spir i t ,  and, 
most  important ly,  keeps  our  young people  sa fe .  It  replaces  a l l  current  and past  pol ic ies 
regarding Cathol ic  spor ts  within the  archdiocese  to  re f lect  the  current  needs  of  our  lo-
ca l  church.  

Thank you for  your  dedicat ion to  the  hol i s t ic  growth and v i r tuous  deve lopment  of  our 
young people .  Please  jo in me in praying for  the  wel lbe ing and success  of  a l l  our  teams 
and athletes .  

In  Chri s t ,

 

Most  Reverend Robert  G.  Casey 
Archbishop of  Cincinnat i
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1000.00		  Introduction   

        1000.01        Purpose  of  Pol icy  on Cathol ic  Spor ts 

The purpose  of  the  Pol icy  on Cathol ic  Spor ts  (hereaf ter  “Pol icy”)  i s  to  provide  pol icy 
and guidance  for  Cathol ic  spor ts  ser v ing chi ldren and youth in  the  Archdiocese  of  Cin-
c innat i .  Al l  pol ic ies  se t  for th in  thi s  document  sha l l  be  integrated into loca l  char ters , 
pol ic ies ,  and other  governing documents  by August  1 ,  2026.   

This  Pol icy  sha l l  be  rev iewed and updated by the  Archdiocese  of  Cincinnat i  on  
Ju ly  1 ,  2028 and every  three  years  thereaf ter. 

        1000.02        Appl icable  Par t ies     

The phrase  “Appl icable  Par t ies”  in  thi s  Pol icy  re fers  to  Cathol ic  par i shes ,  Cathol ic  e le-
mentary  schools ,  Cathol ic  middle/ junior  high schools ,  Cathol ic  a thlet ic  organizat ions/
booster  c lubs ,  and Cathol ic  Spor ts  Leagues .   

        1000.03        Par i sh  & Cathol ic  School  Programs 

The phrase  “Par i sh and Cathol ic  School  Programs” (hereaf ter,  “Programs”)  in  thi s  Pol-
icy  re fers  to  athlet ic  organizat ions ,  booster  c lubs ,  and other  indiv idual s /par t ies  act ing 
on behal f  of  a  par i sh  or  Cathol ic  school  regarding spor ts .  

        1000.04        Cathol ic  Spor ts  Leagues 

The phrase  “Cathol ic  Spor ts  Leagues”  (hereaf ter,  “Leagues”)  in  thi s  Pol icy  re fers  to 
those  Leagues  that  ident i fy  as  Cathol ic  in  name and/or  v i r tue ,  whose  membership i s 
made up of  predominate ly  Cathol ic  Programs,  or  seek to  a f f i l i a te  with the  Archdiocese 
of  Cincinnat i  through other  means .  

        1000.05        Spor t ing Act iv i t ie s   

The phrase  “Spor t ing Act iv i t ie s”  in  thi s  Pol icy  re fers  to  parent  and player  meet ings , 
open gyms/f ie lds ,  t r y-outs ,  pract ices ,  scr immages ,  warm-ups ,  cool-downs,  games/meets , 
tournaments ,  and organizat ional  meet ings .

        1000.06        Spor t ing Faci l i t ie s 

The phrase  “Spor t ing Faci l i t ie s”  (hereaf ter,  “Faci l i t ie s”)  in  thi s  Pol icy  re fers  to  gymnas i -
ums,  t racks ,  s tadiums,  spor ts  f ie lds  ( soccer,  footbal l ,  basebal l ,  e tc . ) ,  and pools . 
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1001.00		  Catholic  Sports  Leagues 

        1001.01        Governance 

Leagues  sha l l  e s tabl i sh  a  sys tem of  governance that  ensures  accountabi l i ty  to  the  mem-
bers  of  the  League.  

        1001.02        Finances 

Leagues  sha l l  mainta in wel l -organized and transparent  sys tems of  bookkeeping and ac-
count ing.  This  sha l l  inc lude an annual  wr i t ten f inancia l  repor t  presented to  the  mem-
bers  of  the  League no la ter  than August  1  of  each ca lendar  year.  

        1001.03        League Rules 

Leagues  sha l l  se t  for th rules  that  govern a l l  a spects  of  the  League in  consul tat ion with 
members  of  the  League.  These  ru les  sha l l  inc lude a l l  re levant  aspects  of  th i s  Pol icy.  

        1001.04        Membership 

Leagues  sha l l  se t  for th c lear  requirements  and protocols  for  membership.  The dec i s ion 
to  admit ,  re fuse  to  admit ,  or  change the  s tatus  of  any member  should be  made in  con-
sul tat ion with members  of  the  League.  

These  requirements  and protocols  sha l l  inc lude di s t inct ive ly  Cathol ic  requirements  and 
protocols  that  apply  to  a l l  Programs,  Cathol ic  and non-Cathol ic  a l ike ,  as  a  condit ion of 
membership ( for  example ,  s tanding respect fu l ly  dur ing prayer  before  games) . 

        1001.05        Game Off ic ia l s  

Leagues  sha l l  be  respons ib le  for  the  hir ing,  as s igning,  and payment  of  game of f ic ia l s .  

Game of f ic ia l s  sha l l  be  respons ib le  for  p layer  sa fety  and the  rules  of  the  game.  Game 
of f ic ia l s  should not  be  respons ib le  for  the  behavior  of  parents  or  other  spectators . 

Game of f ic ia l s  are  not  required to  rece ive  Safe  Par i sh t ra ining or  a  background check. 
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1002.00		  Levels  of  Play   

        1002.01        Cathol ic  Leagues  & Programs 

Leagues  and Programs sha l l  of fer  one recreat ional  leve l  of  p lay  for  a l l  spor ts  admin-
i s tered.  Leagues  may create  mult ip le  d iv i s ions ,  i f  necessary  because  of  the  number  of 
teams,  to  be  based on equal  d i s t r ibut ion of  ta lent  and compet i t iveness .  Leagues  may 
a l so  cons ider  the  geographic  locat ion of  Programs whi le  creat ing div i s ions . 

Programs sha l l  ros ter  p layers  a t  the  recreat ional  leve l  such that  teams have  an equal  d i s -
t r ibut ion of  ta lent  and compet i t iveness .  Play ing t ime at  the  recreat ional  leve l  sha l l  be 
roughly  equal  each game.  

Leagues  and Programs may addit ional ly  of fer  a  compet i t ive  leve l  of  p lay.  Leagues  may 
create  mult ip le  d iv i s ions ,  i f  necessary  because  of  the  number  of  teams,  to  be  based on 
compet i t ive  di s t r ibut ion of  ta lent .  Leagues  may a l so  cons ider  the  geographic  locat ion of 
programs when creat ing div i s ions .  

Programs may roster  p layers  a t  the  compet i t ive  leve l  such that  teams have  a  vary ing di s -
t r ibut ion of  ta lent  and compet i t iveness .  Play ing t ime at  the  compet i t ive  leve l  may vary, 
but  each player  should rece ive  adequate  p lay ing t ime to  fee l  l ike  a  fu l l  member  of  the 
team.  

        1002.02        Recrui t ing 

Recrui t ing for  compet i t ive  advantage  at  a l l  l eve l s  of  p lay  sha l l  be  prohibi ted. 

        1002.03        Communicat ion 

Leagues  sha l l  c lear ly  communicate  to  Programs the  leve l  of  p lay  for  each div i s ion before 
reg i s t rat ion.   
 
Programs sha l l  c lear ly  communicate  to  parents  the  leve l  of  p lay  for  each team before 
reg i s t rat ion.   
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1003.00		  Scheduling 

        1003.01        Sundays 

Spor t ing Act iv i t ie s  sha l l  not  begin before  1 :00pm on Sundays . 

        1003.02        Holy  Days  of  Obl igat ion 

Spor t ing Act iv i t ie s  sha l l  not  take  p lace  on non-Sunday holy  days  of  obl igat ion. 

        1003.03        Tr iduum & Easter  Sunday 

Spor t ing Act iv i t ie s  sha l l  not  take  p lace  dur ing the  Triduum or  Easter  Sunday.  

        1003.05        Rel ig ious  Educat ion & Sacramenta l  Preparat ion 

a . 	 Spor t ing Act iv i t ie s  sha l l  not  take  p lace  dur ing re l ig ious  educat ion for  teams 
who have  at  l eas t  one (1)  p layer  enrol led at  the  sponsor ing or  a f f i l i a ted par i sh. 

b. 	 Spor t ing Act iv i t ie s  sha l l  not  take  p lace  dur ing sacramenta l  preparat ion for 
teams who have  at  l eas t  one (1)  p layer  enrol led at  the  sponsor ing or  a f f i l i a ted 
par i sh. 

c . 	 Rel ig ious  educat ion and sacramenta l  preparat ion sha l l  take  precedence  over 
Spor t ing Act iv i t ie s  when a  conf l ic t  occurs .  Programs sha l l  co l laborate  with 
par i sh s ta f f  to  prevent  conf l ic t s .  

        1003.06        Non-Cathol ic  Leagues ,  Tournaments ,  Etc . 

Programs sha l l  not  par t ic ipate  in  any Spor t ing Act iv i t ie s  that  conf l ic t  with sect ions 
1003.01 – 1003.05 of  thi s  Pol icy,  regardless  of  the  sponsor ing organizat ion. 
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1004.00		  Parish & Catholic  School  Programs 

        1004.01        Governance 

Programs sha l l  e s tabl i sh  a  sys tem of  governance that  ensures  accountabi l i ty  to  the  Pas-
tor  or  hi s  de legate ,  or  the  pr incipa l  of  a  non-par i sh Cathol ic  school .  Programs or  hi s 
de legate  sha l l  have  regular ly  scheduled rev iews with the  Pastor  or  the  pr incipa l  of  a 
non-par i sh Cathol ic  school . 

        1004.02        Finances 

Programs sha l l  mainta in wel l -organized and transparent  sys tems of  bookkeeping and 
account ing in  accordance with the  pol ic ies  of  the  Archdiocese  of  Cincinnat i .  This  sha l l 
inc lude an annual  wr i t ten f inancia l  repor t  presented to  the  Pastor  or  hi s  de legate ,  or 
the  pr incipa l  of  a  non-par i sh Cathol ic  school  no la ter  than August  1  of  each ca lendar 
year.  

        1004.03        Rules  & Codes  of  Conduct 

Leagues  and Programs sha l l  se t  for th rules  and codes  of  conduct  that  se t  expectat ions 
on the  ethics ,  l anguage,  and behavior  of  the i r  p layers ,  parents ,  coaches ,  and spectators 
in  accordance with Cathol ic  teaching.   

        1004.04        Fac i l i ty  Managers 

Programs sha l l  des ignate  at  l eas t  one Faci l i ty  Manager  to  be  present  dur ing a l l  compet i -
t ions  at  the i r  Fac i l i ty.  Fac i l i ty  Managers  sha l l  be  respons ib le  for  mainta ining the  com-
pet i t ion schedule  at  the i r  Fac i l i ty,  the  ava i labi l i ty  of  medica l  suppl ies  a t  the i r  Fac i l i ty 
dur ing compet i t ions ,  and the  behavior  of  p layers ,  coaches ,  parents ,  and other  specta-
tors . 

Fac i l i ty  Managers  may e ject  persons  f rom their  Fac i l i ty  when v io lat ions  of  League and/
or  Program codes  of  conduct  occur.  Fac i l i ty  Managers  sha l l  not i fy  the  League and the 
Program of  the  e jected person immediate ly  a f ter  the  e ject ion.  Leagues  and Programs 
may implement  fur ther  consequences  for  the  e jected person.  

Fac i l i ty  Managers  sha l l  be  at  l eas t  twenty-one (21)  years  of  age .  Fac i l i ty  Managers 
should be  cer t i f ied in  f i r s t  a id  and CPR/AED through the  Red Cross  or  other  cer t i fy ing 
organizat ions . 
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1005.00		  Player  El igibi l i ty 

        1005.01        Rel ig ious  Educat ion 

a . 	 Players  sha l l  be  enrol led in  and regular ly  a t tend a  Cathol ic  school  or  a  par i sh 
re l ig ious  educat ion program to par t ic ipate  in  Spor t ing Act iv i t ie s .  

b. 	 Players  sha l l  not  have  more  than three  (3)  unexcused absences  f rom re l ig ious 
educat ion or  Cathol ic  school  e i ther  in  the  current  school  year,  or  in  the  case 
of  summer/ear ly  fa l l  spor ts ,  two (2)  unexcused absences  in  the  prev ious  semes-
ter  of  the  same ca lendar  year.  

c . 	 Players  who rece ive  re l ig ious  educat ion at  home or  have  other  other  leg i t i -
mate  reasons  for  not  par t ic ipat ing in  re l ig ious  educat ion may be  exempt f rom 
1005.01a with wri t ten approval  f rom the Pastor  or  hi s  de legate ,  or  f rom the 
pr incipa l  of  a  non-par i sh Cathol ic  school .  

        1005.02        Par i sh  Programs 

A player’s  parent(s )  or  guardian(s)  sha l l  be  a  reg i s tered member  of  and in good s tanding 
with the  sponsor ing par i sh.   

When the  par i sh of  membership does  not  of fer  a  par t icular  spor t ,  but  another  par i sh 
within the  Family  of  Par i shes  does ,  the  membership of  the  or ig ina l  par i sh  sha l l  qual i fy 
the  p layer.  

        1005.03        Cathol ic  School  Programs 

A player  sha l l  a t tend the  sponsor ing Cathol ic  school ,  or  h i s /her  parent(s )  or  guardian(s) 
sha l l  be  a  reg i s tered member  of  and in good s tanding with the  a f f i l i a ted par i sh.  Prefer-
ence  should not  be  g iven to  Cathol ic  school  p layers  over  par i sh  players  regarding roster-
ing and play ing t ime.  

        1005.04        Program Membership 

A player  sha l l  only  par t ic ipate  in  one Program each school  year,  unless  there  i s  a  change 
in  pr imary address  or,  in  the  case  of  Cathol ic  school  programs,  i f  a  change in  Cathol ic 
school  enrol lment  occurs .  

Changes  and/or  except ions  to  Program membership may be  granted spec ia l  permiss ion 
by the  Pastor  or  hi s  de legate ,  or  the  pr incipa l  of  a  non-par i sh Cathol ic  school ,  of  both  
Programs.  Specia l  permiss ion request s  sha l l  be  submitted and granted/denied in  wri t ing. 
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        1005.05        Combining Teams 

Programs who do not  have  enough players  to  form a  par t icular  team may:  

a . 	 Combine teams with neighbor ing Programs.  Programs should f i r s t  seek to 
combine teams within the  same Family  of  Par i shes  and,  i f  not  poss ib le ,  only 
then geographica l ly  adjacent  Programs,  or 

b. 	 I f  there  i s  no poss ib i l i ty  of  combined teams,  request  that  a  p layer( s )  be  indi-
v idual ly  rostered with a  ne ighbor ing Program, or 

c . 	 I f  permiss ib le  by League rules ,  form a  coed team and reg i s ter  that  team in a 
boy’s  d iv i s ion.  

Players  rostered on a  combined team or  with a  ne ighbor ing Program because  of  lack of 
par t ic ipat ion in  the  Program of  membership are  not  in  v io lat ion of  1005.04 and sha l l 
rever t  to  the i r  Program of  membership at  the  end of  the  par t icular  spor t  season.   

        1005.06        Unaf f i l ia ted Players 

A player  who does  not  a t tend a  Cathol ic  school  and whose  parent(s )  or  guardian(s)  are 
not  reg i s tered members  of  a  par i sh  may only  par t ic ipate  by spec ia l  permiss ion of  the 
Pastor  or  hi s  de legate ,  or  the  pr incipa l  of  a  non-par i sh Cathol ic  school .  Specia l  permis-
s ion request s  sha l l  be  submitted and granted/denied in  wri t ing. 
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1006.00		  Coaching Requirements 

        1006.01        Age Requirements 

a . 	 Head coach (a l l  grades)  –  sha l l  be  at  l eas t  twenty-one (21)  years  of  age  at  the 
beginning of  the  par t icular  spor t  season. 

b. 	 Ass i s tant  coach (e lementary  & middle  school)  –  sha l l  be  at  l eas t  e ighteen (18) 
years  of  age  at  the  beginning of  the  par t icular  spor t  season.  

c . 	 Ass i s tant  coach (high school)  –  sha l l  be  at  l eas t  twenty-one (21)  years  of  age 
at  the  beginning of  the  par t icular  spor t  season.  

        1006.02        Student  Coaches 

Students  may be  permitted to  ass i s t  in  coaching but  sha l l  be  t reated as  a  minor  for  a l l 
purposes  re la ted to  the  Decree  on Chi ld  Protect ion and r i sk  management .
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1007.00        Risk Management 

        1007.01        Decree  on Chi ld  Protect ion 

Appl icable  Par t ies  sha l l  be  in  fu l l  compl iance  with the  Archdiocese  of  Cincinnat i’s  De-
cree  on Chi ld  Protect ion.  Violat ions  of  the  Decree  on Chi ld  Protect ion sha l l  be  repor t-
ed direct ly  to  the  Archdiocese  through Et hic sPoint .  

I f  chi ld  abuse  or  neglect  i s  suspected,  a  repor t  sha l l  be  made to  the  respect ive  coun-
ty  chi ld  protect ive  ser v ices  and to  the  law enforcement  agency with jur i sdict ion.  The 
Chancel lor’s  Off ice  and/or  Safe  Environment  Off ice  sha l l  be  informed when such a 
repor t  i s  made. 

        1007.02        Concuss ion & Sudden Cardiac  Arres t 

Appl icable  Par t ies  sha l l  be  in  fu l l  compl iance  with Ohio Revised Code cer t i f icat ion 
and processes  regarding concussions  and sudden cardiac  arrest .  Al l  spor t ing fac i l i t ie s 
should have  a  f i r s t  a id  k i t ,  a  bodi ly  f lu id c lean-up ki t ,  and an AED avai lable .  

        1007.03        Inc lement  Weather 

a . 	 Thunder  and/or  Light ing:  Al l  Appl icable  Par t ies  sha l l  fo l low OHSAA Guide-
l ines .  

b. 	 Heat :  Al l  Appl icable  Par t ies  sha l l  exerc i se  prudence in  extreme heat ,  inc lud-
ing,  but  not  l imited to  reducing phys ica l  act iv i ty,  addit ional  hydrat ion breaks , 
and cance l ing/reschedul ing Spor t ing Act iv i t ie s .  Leagues  and Programs should 
use  the  Wet  Bulb Globe Temperature  to  determine heat  r i sk .  

c . 	 Cold:  Al l  Appl icable  Par t ies  sha l l  exerc i se  prudence in  extreme cold,  inc lud-
ing,  but  not  l imited to  adjust ing uni form requirements ,  moving Spor t ing Ac-
t iv i t ie s  indoors ,  and cance l ing/reschedul ing Spor t ing Act iv i t ie s .  

        1007.04        Spor t ing Faci l i t ie s 

Fac i l i ty  Managers  and coaches  sha l l  inspect  the  Spor t ing Faci l i ty  before  Spor t ing Act iv-
i t ie s  to  ensure  a  sa fe  environment .  This  inspect ion should inc lude checking for  damage 
to  the  gymnas ium equipment ,  seat ing,  s ignage ,  f loor/ f ie ld/track,  e tc .  Coaches  who deem 
the Spor t ing Faci l i ty  unsafe  should not  require  the i r  p layers  to  par t ic ipate  in  Spor t ing 
Act iv i t ie s  and sha l l  submit  the i r  concern to  the  Fac i l i ty  Manager  and League.
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1008.00        Enforcement 

        1008.01        Par i shes  and Cathol ic  Schools 

Par i shes  and Cathol ic  schools  sha l l  be  the  main agents  of  enforcement  of  th i s  Pol icy. 
Fina l  dec i s ions  regarding Programs sha l l  be  made by the  Pastor  or  hi s  de legate ,  or  the 
pr incipa l  of  a  non-par i sh Cathol ic  school . 

        1008.02        Cathol ic  Leagues 

Cathol ic  Leagues  sha l l  be  indirect  agents  of  enforcement  of  th i s  Pol icy.  Leagues  are 
pr imar i ly  respons ib le  for  reg i s ter ing teams into leve l s  of  p lay  and div i s ions ,  schedul ing 
games ,  and managing game of f ic ia l s .  

        1008.02        Archdiocese  of  Cincinnat i 

The Archdiocese  of  Cincinnat i  sha l l  pr imar i ly  ser ve  as  a  consul tant  to  par i shes ,  Cath-
ol ic  schools ,  and Leagues .  The Archdiocese  of  Cincinnat i  wi l l  only  be  an agent  of  en-
forcement  in  instances  of  egregious  v io lat ions  of  th i s  Pol icy ;  when requested by a  par-
i sh ,  Cathol ic  school ,  or  League;  or  regarding the  Decree  on Chi ld  Protect ion.   
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1009.00        Nondiscrimination Policy 

a . 	 No preference  should be  g iven regarding schedul ing,  p lay ing t ime,  or  roster ing play-
ers  based on ethnic i ty,  nat ional i ty,  sex ,  and/or  race .    

b. 	 Access  to  sex-spec i f ic  spor ts  (des ignated for  males  or  females)  sha l l  be  based so le ly 
on one’s  b io logica l  sex .  More  informat ion regarding Gender  Confus ion and Gender 
Dysphor ia  can be  found in Youth Rel ig ious  Educat ion Pol ic ies  for  par i shes  sect ion 
2004.03,  which i s  appl icable  to  Cathol ic  spor ts .    
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