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“As a  genera l  ru le ,  the  preparat ion of  catechumens for  the  Sacraments  of  Ini t ia t ion 
takes  p lace  in  a  parochia l  se t t ing or  i t s  equiva lent .  Catechumens prepared at  a  center, 
school ,  pr i son,  or  other  inst i tut ion are  to  be  introduced into the  Chri s t ian l i fe  of  a 
par i sh  or  s imi lar  community,  insofar  as  poss ib le  f rom the very  beginning of  the  cate-
chumenate ,  so  that  a f ter  the i r  Ini t ia t ion and Mystagogy they wi l l  not  f ind themselves 
i so lated f rom the ordinary  l i fe  of  the  Chri s t ian people”  (National  Statute s  for  the  Chri s -
t ian Ini t ia t ion o f  Adul t s ,  Norm 5) .

• 	 The norm above i s  the  guiding pr inciple  for  the  minis t r y  of  Cathol ic  h igh schools  to 
s tudents  who wish to  become Cathol ic .

• 	 Whi le  a  Cathol ic  h igh school  can provide  a  va luable  fa i th  community  for  young 
people ,  and the  ro le  that  campus minis ters  and re l ig ion teachers  can play  in  a  young 
person’s  fa i th  l i fe  i s  very  important ,  preparat ion for  and ce lebrat ion of  the  Sacra-
ments  of  Ini t ia t ion normal ly  takes  p lace  in  a  parochia l  se t t ing so  as  to  fu l ly  inte-
grate  the  new Chris t ian into the  l i fe  of  the  par i sh.

• 	 	A s t rong par tnership between pastors  and high school  campus minis ters  wi l l  fac i l i -
ta te  cont inuity  in  the  in i t ia t ion process .  The enthus ias t ic  suppor t  of  a  h igh school 
campus minis ter  or  re l ig ion teacher  should be  welcomed but  cannot  subst i tute  for 
the  proper  ro le  of  the  par i sh pastor  and his  de legate  in  the  format ion of  those  seek-
ing Chri s t ian ini t ia t ion.

• 	 This  means  that  every  par i sh should be  ready to  welcome young people  seeking to 
become Chri s t ians  (and young non-Cathol ic  Chri s t ians  seeking to  be  rece ived into 
the  fu l l  communion of  the  Cathol ic  Church) .  High school  s tudents  should be  em-
braced by the  par i sh community  and accompanied by the  same on thei r  journey of 
fa i th .1

• 	 Fur thermore ,  the  pastor  or  hi s  de legate  (e .g . ,  the  OCIA  Coordinator,  Director  of 
Evangel izat ion,  Director  of  Rel ig ious  Educat ion,  e tc . )  should ident i fy  the  re l ig ious 
educat ion and Chri s t ian format ion that  i s  provided by the  high school  and deve lop a 
p lan for  how this  would augment  the  re l ig ious  educat ion and format ion rece ived at 
the  par i sh so  that  the  chi ld  i s  rece iv ing a  complete  in i t ia t ion process  in  accordance 
with the  OCIA  text  ( see  the  introduct ions  to  each per iod and s tep of  the  process  for 
guidance  on appropr iate  minis t r y  to  catechumens and candidates ,  and the  pr ior i t ie s 
of  each per iod and s tep of  the  process ) .

1 The parish that provides the primary context for init iat ion for the student should be either the parish 
in whose boundaries the student l ives or the parish of which the student ’s  family is  a member.  I f ,  for 
reasons that should be rare,  these parishes are truly not an option,  then the student may be init iated 
or received at any parish that is  open to and well -equipped for the task.
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• 	 A fe l low s tudent  can be  a  sponsor  for  a  catechumen or  candidate  as  long as  the 
fe l low s tudent  i s  a  fu l ly  in i t ia ted Cathol ic . 2  This  sponsor  can a l so  become the  god-
parent  for  a  catechumen as  long as  th i s  new role  i s  approved by the  pastor,  and the 
prospect ive  godparent  fu l f i l l s  the  requirements  for  a  godparent  ( see  “Chri s t ian Ini t i -
a t ion:  Genera l  Introduct ion,”  10 and OCIA  11) .

• 	 	Minors  require  the  permiss ion of  parents  to  par t ic ipate  in  the  formal  in i t ia t ion 
process  and to  rece ive  the  sacraments  (c f.  OCIA  252,  254) .  In the  Archdiocese  of 
Cincinnat i ,  permiss ion i s  suf f ic ient ly  granted i f  a t  l eas t  one parent  or  lega l  guard-
ian grants  i t .  Parents  a l so  p lay  an important  ro le  in  the  format ion of  the i r  chi ldren 
(c f.  OCIA  254) .  Therefore ,  the  permiss ion of  parents  must  be  so l ic i ted before  high 
school  s tudents  can rece ive  formal  educat ion or  format ion towards  Chri s t ian ini t i -
a t ion,  and parents  should be  involved in  the  re l ig ious  educat ion and format ion of 
the i r  chi ldren as  much as  poss ib le .

• 	 For  chi ldren of  “catechet ica l  age”  (which inc ludes  high schoolers  who are  not  yet 
18) ,  Bapt i sm normal ly  takes  p lace ,  as  i t  does  for  adul t s ,  a t  the  Easter  Vig i l  in  the i r 
par i sh .  Likewise ,  the  Scrut inies  –  which are  normal ly  ce lebrated on the  3rd,  4th, 
and 5th Sundays  of  Lent  –  take  p lace  at  Sunday Mass  in  the  par i sh.  These  r i tes 
should be  ce lebrated at  the  appointed t imes ,  except  in  cases  of  ser ious  pastora l  need 
(c f.  OCIA  17-31) .

• 	 Fe l low s tudents  should be  invi ted to  par t ic ipate  in  par i sh l i turg ies  up to  and inc lud-
ing the  Easter  Vig i l ,  to  suppor t  the i r  c las smates  be ing ini t ia ted.  Campus minis t r y 
leaders  in  each school  should fac i l i ta te  the  invi tat ions  to  fe l low s tudents ,  facul ty, 
and school  of f ic ia l s .

• 	 Schools  with s tudents  who des i re  to  become Cathol ic  should encourage  these  s tu-
dents’  par t ic ipat ion in  a l l  the  normal  re l ig ious  educat ion and Cathol ic  act iv i t ie s  (de-
vot ions ,  prayers ,  b ib le  s tudies ,  sacramenta l  prep,  re t reats ,  e tc . )  of  the  school ,  s ince 
i t  i s  recommended that  chi ldren of  catechet ica l  age  be  formed in the  fa i th  a longs ide 
the i r  Cathol ic  peers  (c f.  OCIA  254) .

• 	 It  i s  a l so  good for  s tudents  who wish to  become Cathol ic  to  learn and be  formed 
together  as  a  group (c f.  OCIA  255) .  This  means  that ,  beyond the  group of  cate-
chumens and/or  candidates  that  each s tudent  would jo in at  h i s /her  par i sh  (where 
format ion for  in i t ia t ion pr imar i ly  occurs) ,  they would a l so  benef i t  f rom rece iv ing 
re l ig ious  educat ion and format ion together  a t  the  school .

See  the  next  page  for  a  checkl i s t  for  Cathol ic  h igh school  campus minis ters  regarding 
minis t r y  to  s tudents  interes ted in  becoming Cathol ic .

2 For the qual if icat ions and responsibi l i t ies of sponsors for catechumens,  see OCIA  10,  43,  45,  46,  75.2, 
80.  For the qual if icat ions and responsibi l i t ies of sponsors for candidates,  see OCIA  404,  420,  440,  452, 
464,  483,  486,  490.
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Receive  permis s ion f rom at  le a s t  one pa rent  or  lega l  gua rd ian to  involve  the  s tudent 
in  forma l  format ion oppor tun it ie s  that  have  the  purpose  of  prepa r ing the  s tudent 
to  become Cathol ic . 
 
Find a  su it able  pa r i sh  for  the  s tudent  to  beg in the  in it i at ion proce s s . 
 
Connec t  the  s tudent  w ith the  pa s tor  and the  coord inator  of  the  in it i at ion proce s s . 
 
	Schedu le  a  meet ing w ith the  pa s tor  and /or  h i s  de legate ,  t he  s tudent ,  and the  pa r-
ent s  to  create  a  plan for  work ing together  to  form,  prepa re ,  and suppor t  
t he  s tudent  for  in it i at ion. 
 
Ident i f y  what  the  pa r i sh requ i re s  of  the  s tudent  and de s i re s  of  the  school . 
 
Look for  ways  to  involve  the  pa rent s  in  the  s tudent’s  format ion oppor tun it ie s . 
 
Inv ite  th i s  s tudent  to  an OCI A format ion g roup at  your  school,  
i f  you have  one ava i l able . 
 
	Connec t  the  s tudent  w ith Cathol ic  s tudent s  f rom the pa r i sh where  in it i at ion w i l l 
occur  and inv ite  the se  s tudent s  to  the  suppor t  g roup. 
 
	Inc lude the  s tudent  in  a l l  of  the  regu la r  Cathol ic  ac t iv it ie s  of  the  school . 
 
Col laborate  w ith the  pa r i sh to  inv ite  the  s tudent’s  f r iends ,  f a mi ly,  fe l low s tudent s , 
and school  teacher s/s t a f f  to  the  impor tant  s teps  and r ite s  of  the  in it i at ion proce s s , 
such a s  the  R ite  for  Ent rance ,  the  R ite  of  E lec t ion,  the  Scrut in ie s ,  and the  Ea s ter 
Vig i l . 
 
Find ways  to  c e lebrate  a s  a  school  w ith s tudent s  who a re  t a k ing s teps  to  join the 
Church (perhaps  in  school  l itu rg ie s ,  other  c e lebrat ions ,  and announcement s  or  news 
at  school).

Checklist for Catholic High School Campus Ministers Regarding 
Ministry to Students Interested in Becoming Catholic
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